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UNIT 2
European Exploration & Colonization
─────────────────────────────────────────

STUDENT WORKSHEET PACKET
5 Ready-to-Print Activities  •  4th Grade  •  NGSSS Aligned

	What's in This Packet:

WS 1: Ponce de León — Biography Reading & Comprehension  (Day 2)
WS 2: The 3 G's Graphic Organizer  (Day 1)
WS 3: Explorer Trading Card Template  (Day 4)
WS 4: European Contact — Cause & Effect Chart  (Day 6)
WS 5: Hero or Villain? — De Soto Position Writing  (Day 3)



Name: _______________________________   Teacher: _______________________   Period: ______


	WS
1
	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Juan Ponce de León — Biography & Comprehension
Standard: SS.4.A.3.1  |  Day 2



◆  Read the Passage
	Juan Ponce de León: Florida's First European Explorer
Juan Ponce de León was born in Spain around 1460. As a young man, he trained as a knight and soldier. He sailed to the Americas with Christopher Columbus on his second voyage in 1493. After several years in the Caribbean, Ponce de León became the governor of Puerto Rico in 1509.

While governing Puerto Rico, Ponce de León heard stories from the Taíno people about a land to the north called Bimini. Some legends said this land had a magical spring that could make a person young again. Whether or not Ponce de León believed this story, he was eager to explore and claim new land for Spain.

In March 1513, Ponce de León set sail with three ships and about 200 men. They sailed north from Puerto Rico into unknown waters. On April 2, 1513, they spotted land. It was the Easter season, which the Spanish called Pascua Florida — meaning Flowery Easter. Ponce de León named the new land La Florida, meaning Land of Flowers.

Ponce de León and his crew landed somewhere near present-day St. Augustine on Florida's northeast coast. They claimed the land for Spain — even though tens of thousands of Native people already lived there. The Calusa people of South Florida were not welcoming. They had likely heard about the Spanish from other tribes and knew the Spanish often enslaved or harmed Native people. When Ponce de León's ships reached South Florida, the Calusa attacked, and the Spanish were forced to leave.

Ponce de León returned to Florida in 1521 with a larger force of soldiers and settlers, hoping to establish a permanent colony near Charlotte Harbor on Florida's southwest coast. Once again, the Calusa fought back fiercely. Ponce de León was struck by a poisoned arrow during the battle. His men carried him to Cuba, where he died from the wound. The attempted colony failed.

Although Ponce de León never established a successful settlement, his expedition was important. It was the first documented European landing in what would become the United States. His name 'La Florida' stuck, and would become the name of the 27th state of the United States more than 300 years later.



◆  Comprehension Questions — Answer in complete sentences
1. What was Juan Ponce de León's role before he explored Florida?
	 



	 



	 




2. When and why did Ponce de León name the land 'La Florida'?
	 



	 



	 




3. Why did the Calusa people fight against Ponce de León?
	 



	 



	 




4. What happened during Ponce de León's second trip to Florida in 1521?
	 



	 



	 




5. Why was Ponce de León's expedition historically important, even though he never built a colony?
	 



	 



	 




	Critical Thinking: The passage says Ponce de León 'claimed the land for Spain — even though tens of thousands of Native people already lived there.' What does this tell us about how the Spanish viewed Native peoples and their land?
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	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
The 3 G's of European Exploration
Standard: SS.4.A.3.1  |  Day 1



European explorers were motivated by three main goals: God, Gold, and Glory. For each 'G,' complete the box below, then connect it to a specific explorer from Unit 2.

		 



	 



	 



	 



		 



	 



	 



	 



		 



	 



	 



	 




		 



	 



	 



		 



	 



	 



		 



	 



	 






	Did ALL explorers have all 3 motivations, or did different explorers focus on different goals? Give a specific example to explain your thinking.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



	Word Bank — Explorers:

Juan Ponce de León  •  Hernando de Soto  •  Pedro Menéndez de Avilés  •  Jean Ribault  •  Pánfilo de Narváez  •  Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca
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	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Explorer Trading Card
Standard: SS.4.A.3.1  |  Day 4



Create a trading card for your assigned explorer. Fill in every section. The front of the card has your portrait; the back has the facts.

	✦ CARD FRONT ✦
	✦ CARD BACK ✦

	EXPLORER NAME:
	 




PORTRAIT / SYMBOL
(Draw here)

Country: _______________________
Years in Florida: ________________
Main G (circle one): GOD   GOLD   GLORY
	Major Accomplishment:
	 



	 




Negative Consequence / Impact on Native Peoples:
	 



	 




Route or Territory: (mark on map below)
	Mini map — sketch Florida and mark the route



Fun Fact or Surprising Detail:
	 



	 






	After completing your card, write 2–3 sentences comparing YOUR explorer to one other explorer studied in class. How were their goals or impacts similar or different?
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	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
European Contact — Cause & Effect Chart
Standard: SS.4.A.3.2  |  Day 6



European arrival changed life for Florida's Native peoples forever. For each European action (cause), describe the effect it had on Florida's Native peoples. Use your class notes and today's lesson to help you.

	CAUSE — European Action
	EFFECT — Impact on Native Peoples

	Europeans brought diseases like smallpox and measles to Florida.
		 



	 



	 




	Spanish explorers (conquistadors) attacked Native villages for food and enslaved Native people.
		 



	 



	 




	Spain built missions and required Native people to live and work there.
		 



	 



	 




	Spain claimed Native land as Spanish territory.
		 



	 



	 




	English raiders destroyed Spanish missions in 1704.
		 



	 



	 




	Hernando de Soto's army marched through Florida for 4 years.
		 



	 



	 






	Before European contact, there were about 500,000 Native people in Florida. By 1700, there were fewer than 2,000. Using the causes and effects above, explain in 3–4 sentences what happened to Florida's Native peoples.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



	Spanish Perspective
	Native Florida Perspective

	How did the Spanish VIEW their actions in Florida?
	How did Florida's Native peoples EXPERIENCE European arrival?
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	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Hero or Villain? — De Soto Position Writing
Standard: SS.4.A.3.1, SS.4.A.3.2  |  Day 3



	Background: Hernando de Soto

Hernando de Soto was a Spanish explorer who led an expedition through Florida from 1539 to 1542. He brought over 600 soldiers, horses, war dogs, and pigs. His army searched for gold and a wealthy Native civilization — like the Aztec empire he had heard about. He found none.

During his 4-year march, de Soto's army attacked Native villages, stole food and supplies, and enslaved Native guides. The diseases his army carried spread to Native communities, killing thousands. He was the first European to cross the Mississippi River. He died of fever in 1542, and his men secretly buried him in the river.

His expedition left no permanent settlement, but produced detailed knowledge of the American Southeast.



◆  Evidence Cards — Use These to Build Your Argument
	Evidence Supporting 'Hero'
	Evidence Supporting 'Villain'

	• First European to cross the Mississippi River
• Produced detailed maps of the Southeast
• His journey proved no 'golden empire' existed, saving future expeditions from wasted resources
• Showed great bravery and leadership in unknown territory
• Served the goals of his king and country as expected
	• Attacked and killed Native people across Florida and the Southeast
• Stole food from Native villages, causing starvation
• Enslaved Native people as guides and laborers
• His army spread diseases that killed thousands of Native people
• Left no positive legacy for the people of Florida



◆  Step 1 — Choose Your Position
Circle your position:

	De Soto was a HERO
	De Soto was a VILLAIN



◆  Step 2 — Write Your Position Statement
Thesis sentence — State your position and give a reason:
	 



	 




◆  Step 3 — Evidence Paragraph
Use at least TWO pieces of evidence from the cards above. Explain how each piece of evidence supports your position.
	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 




◆  Step 4 — Counter-Argument
The other side might argue... (Write what the OTHER side would say, then explain why your argument is stronger.)
	 



	 



	 



	 




◆  Step 5 — Conclusion
Restate your position and explain what we should remember about de Soto when studying Florida history.
	 



	 



	 




	Reflection: Does it matter WHOSE perspective you're looking from? Can de Soto be a hero to some people and a villain to others at the SAME time? Explain.
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