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UNIT 3
Territorial & Statehood Period
─────────────────────────────────────────

STUDENT WORKSHEET PACKET
6 Ready-to-Print Activities  •  Grade 4  •  NGSSS Aligned

	What's in This Packet:

WS 1: Who Controlled Florida? — Flag Timeline & T-Chart  (Day 1)
WS 2: Territory vs. State — Rights Comparison  (Day 3)
WS 3: Causes of the Seminole Wars — Cause Web  (Day 4)
WS 4: Three Seminole Wars — Illustrated Timeline  (Day 5)
WS 5: Osceola — Biography Reading & Tribute Speech  (Day 6)
WS 6: Florida Statehood Petition  (Day 7)



Name: _______________________________   Teacher: _______________________   Period: ______


	WS
1
	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Who Controlled Florida? — Flag Timeline & T-Chart
Standard: SS.4.A.4.1  |  Day 1



◆  Part A: Florida's Changing Control — Fill in the Timeline
Use class notes to complete each box. The Adams-Onís Treaty row is done for you as an example.

	DATES
	IN CONTROL
	WHAT HAPPENED / WHY IT CHANGED

	1565–1763
		 



	 



		 



	 



	 




	1763–1783
		 



	 



		 



	 



	 




	1783–1821
		 



	 



		 



	 



	 




	1821–1845
(Territory)
	United States
	The Adams-Onís Treaty transferred Florida to the U.S. Florida became a U.S. territory.

	1845–present
		 



	 



		 



	 



	 






◆  Part B: Flag Sketches
Draw a simple version of each flag and label it with the years Florida was under that country's control.

	🇪🇸  SPAIN
	🇬🇧  BRITAIN
	🇺🇸  UNITED STATES

	(draw flag here)
Years: _________________
	(draw flag here)
Years: _________________
	(draw flag here)
Years: _________________



	Why do you think Florida changed hands between different countries so many times? Use evidence from the timeline to explain your answer.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 




	WS
2
	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Territory vs. State — Rights Comparison
Standard: SS.4.A.7.1  |  Day 3



When Florida was a TERRITORY, it had less power than when it became a STATE. Complete both columns using information from class.

	🏛  TERRITORY (1821–1845)
	⭐  STATE (after 1845)

	How was the Governor chosen?
	 



	 



	 



	How was the Governor chosen?
	 



	 



	 




	Did Florida have Senators in Congress?
	 



	 



	 



	Did Florida have Senators in Congress?
	 



	 



	 




	Could Floridians vote for U.S. President?
	 



	 



	 



	Could Floridians vote for U.S. President?
	 



	 



	 




	Who approved Florida's laws?
	 



	 



	 



	Who approved Florida's laws?
	 



	 



	 




	What happened if Congress disagreed with a territorial decision?
	 



	 



	 



	What rights did Florida have to govern itself?
	 



	 



	 






	If you lived in Florida in 1840, would you want Florida to stay a territory or become a state? Write 3–4 sentences explaining your position with at least ONE reason.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



	Why was Florida's statehood controversial? What was happening in the U.S. that made adding a new state complicated? (Hint: Think about slavery and the balance of power in Congress.)

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 




	WS
3
	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Causes of the Seminole Wars — Cause Web
Standard: SS.4.A.5.1  |  Day 4



The Seminole Wars did not happen for just one reason. Multiple causes built up over time. Fill in the cause web below.

	THE SEMINOLE WARS



	⚖  POLITICAL CAUSE
	💰  ECONOMIC CAUSE

	What law caused this? What did it require?
	 



	 



	 



	 



	What did settlers want from Seminole land?
	 



	 



	 



	 




	👥  SOCIAL CAUSE
	⚔  IMMEDIATE CAUSE

	Who else was affected besides the Seminole?
	 



	 



	 



	 



	What specific event STARTED the 2nd Seminole War?
	 



	 



	 



	 






	Which cause do you think was MOST important in starting the Seminole Wars? Use at least ONE specific piece of evidence to support your choice.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



	From the Seminole's perspective, explain in 2–3 sentences WHY they chose to fight rather than move to Oklahoma.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 




	WS
4
	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
The Three Seminole Wars — Illustrated Timeline
Standard: SS.4.A.5.1  |  Day 5



Create an illustrated timeline. For each event: write the date, explain IN YOUR OWN WORDS what happened, and draw a small picture.

	1817–1818
	1st Seminole War Begins
Andrew Jackson invades Florida, attacks Seminole villages and Spanish posts. Proves Spain cannot control Florida.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1830
	Indian Removal Act Signed
President Andrew Jackson signs a law requiring ALL Native peoples east of the Mississippi River to move west.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1832
	Treaty of Payne's Landing
The U.S. pressures Seminole leaders to sign a removal treaty. Most leaders later say they were tricked or forced.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1835
	The Dade Massacre
Seminole warriors ambush Major Dade and 108 soldiers — only 3 survive. The 2nd Seminole War officially begins.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1837
	Osceola Captured
General Jesup captures Osceola under a white flag of truce — a symbol of peace that should have guaranteed safety.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1842
	2nd Seminole War Ends
Most Seminole removed to Oklahoma. About 300–500 hide in the Everglades and refuse to leave.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1855–1858
	3rd Seminole War
Small raids continue. The U.S. eventually gives up trying to remove the Seminole. No peace treaty is ever signed.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 


	1957
	Federal Recognition
The Seminole Tribe of Florida is officially recognized as a sovereign nation by the U.S. government.

In my own words: 
	 



	 



	Draw a picture:
 



	Who do you think "won" the Seminole Wars overall — the United States or the Seminole? Use specific evidence from your timeline to support your answer.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 




	WS
5
	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Osceola — Biography Reading & Tribute Speech
Standard: SS.4.A.5.1, SS.4.A.1.1  |  Day 6



◆  Read the Biography
	Osceola: Warrior, Leader, Symbol of Resistance
Osceola was born around 1804 to a Creek mother and a Creek-European father. As a child, he moved with his mother to Florida, where they joined the Seminole Nation. Though he was not born a Seminole chief, Osceola became one of the most important leaders in the tribe's history through his courage, intelligence, and fierce determination to protect his people's homeland.

Osceola grew up watching the United States put increasing pressure on the Seminole to leave Florida. In 1835, when U.S. officials presented a new removal treaty, Osceola did something that shocked everyone in the room. He drew out his knife and stabbed it straight through the document, saying: "This is the only way I will sign any treaty." He refused to surrender his people's land.

When the Second Seminole War began in 1835, Osceola became its most famous military leader. He used guerrilla warfare — hit-and-run attacks using Florida's thick swamps, rivers, and forests as cover. His warriors were fast and disciplined. Despite facing a much larger and better-equipped U.S. Army, Osceola's forces held off removal for years.

In the fall of 1837, U.S. General Thomas Jesup invited Osceola to a peace meeting under a white flag of truce — a symbol recognized across cultures meaning "I come in peace." But General Jesup broke this agreement. When Osceola arrived, U.S. soldiers surrounded and captured him.

Osceola was imprisoned at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina. News of his capture outraged people across the country — even many white Americans saw it as deeply dishonorable. Artist George Catlin traveled to the fort and painted Osceola's famous portrait before his death. Osceola died in January 1838, still in his mid-30s, never having been defeated in battle.

Today, Osceola County, Osceola National Forest, and dozens of schools and streets across Florida bear his name. The Seminole people consider him one of their greatest heroes.



◆  Comprehension Questions
1. Why did Osceola stab the removal treaty? What was he saying by doing this?
	 



	 




2. What does "guerrilla warfare" mean, and why was it effective for the Seminole in Florida?
	 



	 




3. How was Osceola captured, and why did it outrage so many people?
	 



	 




4. Why do you think Osceola is still remembered and honored in Florida today?
	 



	 





◆  Write Your Tribute Speech
A tribute speech honors someone's life and contributions. Write a 3-paragraph tribute speech for Osceola using the structure below.

	Paragraph 1 — Introduction: Who is Osceola and why does he matter to Florida history?

		 



	 



	 



	 




	Paragraph 2 — Evidence: Describe TWO specific actions showing Osceola's leadership or courage.

		 



	 



	 



	 



	 




	Paragraph 3 — Legacy: Why should we remember Osceola? What does his story teach us?
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	Name: _________________________________   Date: ___________   Class: _______
Florida Statehood Petition — Writing Simulation
Standard: SS.4.A.7.1  |  Day 7



	Your Mission:

It is 1844. You are a citizen of the Florida Territory. You believe Florida is ready to become a full state. Write a formal petition to the United States Congress arguing that Florida deserves statehood. Plan your arguments below, then write your petition on the lines provided.



◆  Step 1 — Plan Your Arguments
	Argument 1: POPULATION
	Argument 2: GOVERNMENT

	How many people live in Florida? Why does this matter?
	 



	 



	 



	What government structures does Florida already have?
	 



	 



	 




	Argument 3: ECONOMY
	Argument 4: LOYALTY

	What does Florida produce? How does it help the U.S.?
	 



	 



	 



	How has Florida been a faithful part of the U.S. since 1821?
	 



	 



	 






◆  Step 2 — Write Your Petition
	To the Honorable Members of the United States Congress:
	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 



	 




Respectfully submitted by: ________________________________  (your name as a Florida citizen)
Date: March _____, 1844



	Do you think Congress should approve Florida's statehood? Remember: Florida was entering as a SLAVE state. How might enslaved Floridians feel about this petition?
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